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From Tuesday 9 August - 
Thursday 11 August we held our 
biennial whole school musical 
“The Lion King”. A production 
like this is a powerful way of 
encouraging collaboration, team 
work, grit, and determination 
– characteristics that are 
lifelong learner qualities. The 
time devoted to producing a 
musical is valuable learning 
time for the whole school in 
the area of Performing Arts, 
but also in developing qualities 
and dispositions in children. 
Throughout our rehearsals and 
the performances, we were also 
are able to share in the many 
talents and abilities of not only 
students, but also staff as we 
joined together as learners to 
create a beautiful production. 
Congratulations to all involved!
ICAS competitions are 
underway for another year.

ICAS Assessments has over 
forty years of experience 
developing assessments for 
schools. Our school participates 
in a range of ICAS Assessments 
including Digital Technologies, 
English, Science and 
Mathematics. The assessments 
are conducted at school and 
provide an extra challenge for 
students who want to extend 
and enrich their learning 
beyond the classroom.

Our school has a strong 
connection with Calvary 
Lutheran and Our Saviour 
Lutheran School through our 
leadership programme. This 
year the Year 5/6 cohort from 
the three schools have been 
involved with workshops 
conducted by Celia Fielke from 
Australian Lutheran World 
Service in areas such as poverty 
and refugees. On Friday 2 
September, St Peters Lutheran 
will host the senior students and 
learn about service and action 
– how we can make a difference 

in the world. We are offering 
morning tea for the event 
and would love a few parents 
to coordinate this for us. 
More information will follow 
regarding this opportunity 
for parent service at our 
school.

Another significant event 
that is occurring towards 
the end of this term is the 
Primary Years Programme 
Exhibition (commonly 
referred to as PYPX). The 
PYPX marks the end of the 
PYP before students enter 
the Middle Years Programme 
(MYP) at the Concordia 
Campus. The students 
involved work towards an 
exhibit on a topic they are 
passionate about and use 
the platform to take action 
and make a difference in 
our world. I am looking 
forward to seeing the senior 
students’ journey through 
the PYPX and the learning 
that takes place.

Finally, I encourage you 
as parents to make time 
to touch base with your 
children and show the 
partnership between home 
and school by looking 
through some of their work 
books in the classroom, 
chatting to the classroom 
teacher about any issues that 
arise, give encouragement 
and feedback via the Seesaw 
app and come to chapel 
chats on Friday to connect 
with other parents in our 
community. This partnership 
is critical as we seek to raise 
lifelong learners and grow 
together.

Many blessings,
Bronwyn Wilson
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A message from  
the Principal…
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Devotion (Denby Tamms, PCW)

Some of you will have seen the lanyard I wear when I’m at 
school.  Hanging from it are three Kimochis – Grateful, Hopeful 
and Brave. In the Kimochis framework, these feelings are 
called the Protective Three. They are a helpful tool which I can 
use to remind students that when life is difficult, which it is for 
everyone at some point, they can find strength in holding onto 
courage, gratitude and hope.

While these small toys are fun and engaging for young people, 
I know that I also need reminding to tune in to courage, 
gratitude and hope from time to time. Perhaps you do too?  
And while there are proven benefits to practicing gratitude, 
focusing on hope and acting with bravery, the beauty of living 
as a child of God is that we don’t have to rely on our own 
strength to engage with the Protective Three - the Holy Spirit 
is always with us to encourage, counsel and empower us!  Let’s 
carve out some time, even if it’s just a few moments, to reflect 
on the things we are grateful for, remind ourselves of the hope 
we have in Christ, and acknowledge the ways we have shown 
up bravely in the circumstances we are currently navigating.

— Romans 15:13

I pray that God, the 
source of hope, will fill 
you completely with joy 
and peace because you 
trust in him. Then you will 
overflow with confident 
hope through the power  
of the Holy Spirit.

St Peters Blackwood 
Pastoral Care Worker
Hi, my name is Denby and it is my great privilege 
to be the new Pastoral Care Worker (Chaplain) 
at St Peters Lutheran School. I am married to 
Matt and have three teenage children who are all 
taller than me! I grew up in Coromandel Valley, 
but spent a majority of my adult years living, 
working and raising a family in Hong Kong. With a 
background in disability services, and after being 
a stay-at-home mum for many years, I recently 
completed a Graduate Diploma of Divinity at 
Tabor College. I enjoy long walks, listening to 
podcasts and singing.

I have really loved meeting the St Peters students, 
parents and staff in my first months here, and I 
look forward to getting to know you all better 
and supporting you in this role.
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– Year R/1 Teacher

– Year 3/4 teacher

Introducing…! Each month we will feature interviews with staff 
members, starting with the new staff to our school. 

Marion

Darrin

Chan

Warren

What is your favourite food?
 + I love a wide range of 

food and am quite an 
adventurous eater so this 
is a very difficult question. 
Food “groups” I couldn’t live 
without would be chocolate, 
rice and meat. 

What’s your favourite part of 
being a teacher?

 + The children, of course! 
There’s a sort of magic that 
happens when you work 
with children and you see 
the wonder, joy and the 
spark in their eyes when a 
concept, learning or idea 
clicks, or when they realise 
what they are capable of and 
what they now know or can 
do- it makes being a teacher 
such an amazing job!

If you could choose a super 
power, what would it be?

 + To know, just by looking, 
what’s going on/what’s 
wrong with someone, know 
how to solve it and have 
the power to help them 
be/feel instantly better. 
That might be two or three 
superpowers but yes, that 
would be awesome to have.

If you could compare yourself 
with any animal, which would 
it be and why?

 + Because it’s my Chinese 
zodiac animal, I’ll say a rat. 
Much like a rat, I love to eat, 
am curious and playful, and 
am a very social creature. 

What are you looking forward 
to in 2022?

 + Lots of things- seeing 
my students grow and 
progress as learners, being 
part of the community at St 
Peters, getting married and 
travelling overseas for the 
first time since COVID. 

If you could invite any 3 
people to a dinner party, who 
would it be and why?

 + My paternal grandfather and 
maternal grandmother who 
passed on before I was born, 
and Jesus. I have only heard 
stories but would have loved 
to meet my grandparents. It 
would be interesting to talk 
to them and get to know 
them, to see what traits have 
passed down to us and what 
we can learn from them. 
Jesus, well... It’s Jesus. How 
amazing it would be to talk to 
Him and see what He is like.

What is your favourite food?
 + I love pizza! My favourite 

pizza is ham and pineapple 
with salami.

If you could choose a super 
power, what would it be?

 + I’d love to be able to travel 
in time to see what we can 
never see.

If you could compare yourself 
with any animal, which would 
it be and why?

 + A sheep dog as I’m very 
loyal when treated well and 
I like to do jobs for others 
just to please them.

What do you love about St 
Peters Lutheran?

 + The way the community, 
staff and students have 
been very welcoming. I love 
the way St Peters Lutheran 
has a real country feel and 
values making a positive 
difference to every student.

What are you looking forward 
to in 2022? 

 + Just getting to know every 
student better. I also look 
forward to working with the 
staff, parents, and students 
to give each student in my 
class a positive learning 
environment that they can 
all strive to improve their 
future prospects.

What do you love about St 
Peters Lutheran?

 + The community and all its 
people. The leaders, staff, 
families and children have 
been so warm, caring and 
welcoming, and there 
is a wonderful sense of 
acceptance and belonging 
at the school. At the same 
time, there is the opportunity 
to innovate and reimagine 
teaching and learning for 
our students, which is very 
exciting for myself as a 
teacher. I feel very blessed to 
be a part of the school. 

What’s your favourite part of 
being a teacher?

 + Giving every student a fresh 
start every day no matter 
how they were the day 
before. It gives every student 
a chance to have a successful 
day, every day. Seeing 
students be proud of their 
hard work and improvement.

If you could invite any 3 
people to a dinner party, who 
would it be and why?

 + Malala Yousafzai: A student 
that is inspiring girls to chase 
their educational dreams. 
Her story would be amazing 
and something I could share 
with students.

 + Nikola Tesla: Just because 
I’d love to know if he really 
is very clever and just 
misunderstood.

 + A worker who worked on the 
Snowy River Hydro Scheme: 
Their story of perseverance, 
resilience, and challenges 
would be amazing to hear.
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There have been exciting new 
beginnings in Learning Support 
this year. The learning support 
staff, in collaboration with 
students, have created a truly 
inviting learning environment 
to accommodate small group 
and individual learning as well 
as a space to support student 
wellbeing. This room is a hive of 
activity throughout the day and 
can be accessed by all students. 

Kathryn Watkins joined our 
highly skilled team as our 
Learning Support Coordinator. 
She brings a genuine passion 
for working with students 
of all abilities to reach their 
full potential. Through our 
consultative processes, Kathryn 
has enjoyed working alongside 

Learning Support Update 
teachers, students and families 
to set goals for students and 
grow our capacity to support 
and accommodate learners with 
a disability. 

We have introduced MiniLit 
into our repertoire of support 
offerings at St Peters. MiniLit 
is an evidence-based and 
explicit literacy intervention 
programme for younger 
students. The programme 
teaches reading skills and 
enables struggling readers 
to catch up with their peers 
Research completed over 
the last five years has shown 
constantly that students make 
pleasing gains following MiniLit 
instruction. For children who 
are struggling to learn to read, 

Mrs Angela Graetz 
Learning Support Officer

Mrs Liz Bird 
Learning Support Officer

About Me
 + I am married to Lynton with 3 adult children, 

Aisha, Cooper and Dustin. I have a dog, 
Winston and a 1 eyed cat, called Mia.

About Me
 + Love Jesus, my adult family, living in the 

hills and working with the amazing students 
at St Peters.

My Experience
 + I have enjoyed working throughout all the 

classes at St Peters for the last 15 years, all 
three of my children came through the  
school too.

My Experience
 + Began volunteering at St Peters in 2001 

running the Seasons for Growth program. 
Employed at St Peters from 2006 with a two 
year break in the US working at Plymouth 
Haven Preschool.

Fun Facts
 + I was born on Kangaroo Island. I love reading, 

camping and the outdoors, especially the 
beach (did I mention I was born on an island). 
I also love playing board games, travel, 
animals and learning new things.

Fun Facts
 + I’ve lived in the USA all up 6 years in SLC, 

Tucson and the DC area. Love traveling the 
world. I enjoy flower arranging, family tea 
night and recently took up knitting again.

Favourite
 + Colour: Red
 + Food: Indian, Mexican, Thai
 + Learning area: Literacy
 + Place to visit: Always KI
 + Bible verse: Galatians 2:20

Favourite
 + Colour: All of them
 + Food: Brunch
 + Learning area: Social skills
 + Place to visit: Where the people I love are 

(can’t wait to get back to the USA)
 + Bible verse: Micah 6:8

intervening early is the best way 
to stop reading challenges from 
becoming more established. 
MiniLit is designed to be run 
in small groups or a one to 
one basis and offers learners 
an intensive intervention four 
times each for a semester. 
We are seeing positive results 
from students engaging in this 
programme and look forward 
to the impact this will make 
on their long-term literacy 
engagement and success. 
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Primary Years  
Programme

Creativity, collaboration, communication and critical 
thinking are essential skills for learning. At St Peters 
we aim to develop these skills from a young age 
by engaging learners in tasks that require problem 
solving, teamwork and reflection. The 4Cs help us to 
engage in deep learning, establish connections and 
develop solutions as we solve real world problems in 
meaningful contexts.

The transdisciplinary nature of the Primary 
Years Programme of Inquiry at St Peters allows 
for critical thinking when we look at problems 
in new ways. Both teachers and students use 
collaboration skills within inquiries as we plan and 
co-construct learning, ask questions, reflect on new 
understandings, share knowledge and take action. 
Throughout the inquiry process communication skills 
are constantly in use through interpersonal, written, 
non-verbal and oral methods. Creativity is developed 
as we wonder, explore, play, pose problems, and 
seek to find our own creative solutions to real life 
problems.
 
With these skills deeply embedded, we look forward 
to being the drivers of innovation, change and 
creativity now and in the future.

Creativity, Collaboration, 
Communication & Critical Thinking

Nicolle Jakube 
(PYP Coordinator)

Mrs Mary-Ann Mickan 
Learning Support Officer

Mrs Kathryn Watkins 
Learning Support Coordinator

About Me
 + I love to be busy and active. I am Mum  

to twins: Will and Isabelle. I have lived in 
the Blackwood area for over 30 years  
until recently.

About Me
 + I believe I have the best job in the world 

because everyday is different and we are in 
a privileged position to see children thrive. 

My Experience
 + I have worked as a LSO since my children 

were students here at St Peters in 2002.  
Most of the years have been spent working  
in the Junior Primary classes.

My Experience
 + I have been teaching for 17 years across 

all year levels and have been really excited 
this year to take on a new role focusing on 
inclusive education supporting students, staff 
and families.

Fun Fact
 + I have run two half marathons (but never a  

marathon). I enjoy gardening but don’t have 
a garden. I am a hiker and love travel. I am an 
RN and work also in a Day Surgery Centre.

Fun Fact
 + I’m terrified of heights but managed to 

face my fears and go hot air ballooning last 
holidays in South Africa!

Favourite
 + Colour: Blue
 + Food: Vegetable lasagne
 + Learning area: Literacy
 + Place to visit: Portugal
 + Bible verse: 1 Corinthians 13:4-A

Favourite
 + Colour: Blue
 + Food: Thai
 + Learning area: English
 + Place to visit: Anywhere and everywhere
 + Bible verse: Jeremiah 29:11
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Pedal Prix – 2022 
Blue Saint Racing
In 2021 the St Peters Pedal 
Prix team families were not 
only involved in taking part in 
the Pedal Prix races they also 
raised funds so the school was 
able to purchase a new Pedal 
Prix Vehicle. Our 2022 Pedal 
Prix team has had the benefit 
of being able to race this 
vehicle. The students involved 
have been very appreciative 
of this and have acquitted 
themselves very well in the 
races they have participated in.

This year we had a reasonably 
small but very enthusiastic 
team of students and parents 
that were involved in the Pedal 
Prix. Of our eight students 
participating in 2022 (Zac, 
Micah, Luke and Amelia in Year 
6 and Rafael, Josh, Asha and 
Amelie in Year 5) only two had 
participated in 2021!

Our first race was held at 
Victoria Park. The weather that 
day was extremely kind to us, 
unlike the year before when 
the ground was quite soggy.  
This race was held on Friday 
17th June where all the primary 
schools competed. It was a 
fantastic day and the students 
had the chance to get used 
to riding the new vehicle on a 
track with other vehicles.  One 
of the hardest things to get 
used to was clipping in and out 
of the pedals but by the end 
of the day, all the students had 
become quite the experts.

The team came a very credible 
12th out of 32 vehicles in 
the race. We also had some 
students who recorded some 
amazing lap times during the 
day. A number of students 
were recording laps of around 
2 minutes. We even had two 
riders who broke the 2-minute 
barrier, which were some of 
the fastest times of any vehicle 
competing.

Our second race was just a 
couple of weeks ago at The 
Bend Motorsport Park at Tailem 
Bend. This was an 8-hour race 
and it was an early start and 
late finish. This was especially 
true for Matt Taverner who 
kindly towed the trailer to 
Tailem Bend early on Saturday 
morning to set up. If that 
wasn’t enough, he had already 
taken the trailer there the day 
before for scrutineering.  We 
can’t thank Matt enough for his 
dedication.

At the Bend we were lucky 
enough to share a pit with 
the Concordia College teams.  
We were made to feel very 
welcome and they were even 
kind enough to lend us one 
of their vehicle trackers so 
that we were able to track 
the progress of our riders in 
real time. Again, the students 
had a fantastic time at The 
Bend. It was a much longer 
race track and a much larger 
field of competitors, including 
secondary school and adult 
teams.

The team finished 18th in our 
category after sitting at 24th 
for most of the day. It was a 
huge finish. The fastest speed 
recorded by one of our riders 
was 52 km/hr!  The fastest 
average speed was 36 km/hr 
around the 3.4 km track which 
was completed in 5.39 minutes.

Again, a big thank you to all 
the students who competed 
and the parents and staff who 
supported the students. We 
can’t wait for a bigger and 
better year in 2023.
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School Musical — 
The Lion King
On Tuesday the 9th and 
Thursday 11th of August, 
St Peters Lutheran School 
performed the very popular 
musical ‘The Lion King Kids’.

The African savannah truly 
came to life, with wonderful 
singing, dancing and acting.  
The audience were treated 
to such memorable songs as 
‘Hakuna Matata’, ‘Can you feel 
the love tonight’ and ‘I just can’t 
wait to be king’.  

Students from Year 5/6 
took the lead roles and were 
magnificently supported by the 
rest of the school who were the 
chorus for the show.

Students had been practicing 
for many weeks, from 
auditions back in April, to the 
performances in August.
St Peters has a long history of 
producing high quality concerts 
and The Lion King kids was 
another outstanding success. 
The quality of the show was 
extremely high, with feedback 
from audience participants very 
positive and affirming. 

We are all so proud of our 
students, not only with the 
high quality of the show, but 
for also showing the attributes 
of the learner profile by being 
risk-takers, communicators and 
open-minded.

On behalf of the musical 
committee, I would like to 
thank the students for all their 
hard work and diligence to 
these performances. We are 
so blessed here at St Peters to 
have such a talented group of 
students.

I would like to thank the staff 
for the many hours of work they 
put in to get the musical up and 
running. Every staff member 
contributed, and used their 
many gifts and talents to help 
with the show.

Finally, I would like to thank 
our families for the help and 
support you had given over 
the last three months. One of 
the strengths of St Peters is the 
amazing community we have 
here, and we could not have 
put on this show without your 
wonderful help.

Nick Kriewaldt (Director) 
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News and Events…

The mid-graduating class 
of 2022 celebrated their 
graduation ceremony on 
Thursday 7 July.

What a beautiful morning we 
had honouring our mid-year 
graduates as they reached 
a milestone achievement on 
their last day of ELC.

Together with parents, 
teachers and peers, the 
children joined in the festivities 
that referenced each of them 
and the successes they’ve had 
during their time at ELC.

A heart pillow representing 
God’s love in the middle of 

our ceremony circle invited 
each child to join us as we 
reminisced about their time 
with us and marvelled in how 
far they’d come. 

Our graduates have achieved 
greatness during their time in 
ELC with each of them pushing 
the limits and flourishing into 
capable young learners ready 
for their next adventure.

We couldn’t be prouder of how 
far they have come and the 
ELC staff feel blessed that we 
have been able to join these 
children on their journey. We 
can’t wait to see what the next 
chapter has in store for them.
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St Peters Lutheran hosts the 
Blackwood Lego Club on 
the first Saturday of each 
month. Each month there 
is a challenge. The August 
challenge was to build some 
Lego food. The creations 
made by the students were 
from a range of food groups 
and look delicious! 
 
Tickets are now available to 
book your spot for September 
Lego Club! 

Saturday September 3 
1.00pm-2.30pm
Booking: www.eventbrite.
com.au/e/340286414827
 
Hope to see you there!

The St Peters Lutheran Church meets 
at 10am each Sunday at 71 Cumming 
Street Blackwood. ‘Bible train’ is 
available for children during the school 
term and morning tea is provided after 
each service. All welcome!

Blackwood 
LEGO Club

St Peters  
Lutheran 
Church

Welcome to our new 
mid-year Receptions!
We are so proud of our new 
Receptions – Maddie, Chase, 
Ezra, Parker, Emily, Clara, and 
Elliott – who have joined our 
Reception class from the ELC 
for St Peters 2022 mid-year 
intake. It has been a delight to 
welcome you all to St Peters 
big school and get to know 
each and every one of you!

Our newest students have 
started their beginning school 
journey with the Lion King 
musical! They joyfully dressed 
up as jungle animals, learnt 
the songs and dance actions 
and performed in our matinee. 
Some even returned for the 
evening performances.

In class our mid-year 
Receptions have already 
started learning their letter 
sounds and begun some early 
blending of sounds to make 
words as well as practising 
their writing and letter 
formation. 

Paper plane making has been 
a class interest, and we have 
done some student led science 
inquiry into exploring what 
makes a successful paper 
plane flight and following 
folding instructions to make 
different plane designs. We 
have also been exploring our 
school values in our ‘Who We 
Are’ Unit of Inquiry as we learn 
to be part of a school (and 
even wider) community. 

We can’t wait to keep learning 
with you all as we finish off 
the year together. And a 
huge thank you to our older 
students in Room 10 who 
have welcomed and made our 
newies feel at home in our 
class!

Thanks also goes to our 
incredible group of parents 
who have supported their 
children so beautifully in their 
start to school!

With Christ’s joy!

Laura Benger & Chelsea Harris
(Reception Class Teachers)


