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The Power of Partnerships

Parents and families play a 
crucial role in supporting 
their child’s education. 
Research shows that parent 
engagement in schools 
is closely linked to better 
student behaviour, higher 
academic achievement, 
and enhanced social skills. 
When schools and families 
work together, children 
stay in school longer, are 
more engaged with their 
school work, go to school 
more regularly, and social 
skills are enhanced. Parent 
engagement also results in 
longer term economic, social 
and emotional benefits. 
(Department of Education, 
Skills & Employment, 2020). 

St Peters Lutheran is 
blessed with a wonderful 
community of learners and 
the involvement of our 
parents and families within 
the school has a large part 
to play in this. Every day I 
am privileged to see parents 
and families communicating 
with teachers, working within 
the classrooms (hopefully 
this will happen again soon!), 
offering their assistance in 
a volunteer capacity, talking 
to their children about their 
social and academic learning 
and supporting one another 
in the journey of parenting 
and schooling. 

Just as we ask that you 
partner with the school 
in the best interests of 
your child, God asks us to 
partner with Him in what 
he’s doing in our world. God 
is working in the world and 
extends the invitation to us 
to join Him in his work. 

“So, because Jesus was 
doing these things on the 
Sabbath, the Jewish leaders 
began to persecute him. In 
his defense Jesus said to 
them, “My Father is always 
at his work to this very day, 
and I too am working. Very 
truly I tell you, the Son can 
do nothing by himself; he 
can do only what he sees 
his Father doing, because 
whatever the Father does, 
the Son also does.” John 
5:16-17, 19-20

When you want to make 
a difference in the world 
or in your community, 
look to God and see what 
he’s doing. Then join him 
in it and trust him. Be his 
voice, his pen, his feet and 
let him guide you. As you 
work with God, the work 
will get done.  He chooses 
the everyday lives of men 
and women to carry out 
his plan! With the Master 
in charge everything is 
possible. 

“For we are his 
workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath 
before ordained that we 
should walk in them.” 
Ephesians 2:10 KJV  

So, pray, and watch to see 
where God is at work and 
join with him!
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A message from  
the Principal…
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Country Fire 
Service Medal

Specialist Performing 
Arts Programme

Mr Smith, our amazing and high 
skilled groundsman is also a Country 
Fire Service volunteer!  Is there 
anything Mr Smith can’t do? On 
Saturday 12 February Mr Chris Smith 
was awarded a National Emergency 
Medal from the Governor General 
for service during the 2019/2020 
fire season. What an honour to be 
recognised in this way. Thank you, 
Chris, for your service to our state 
and country during the 2019/2020 
fire season, but also for your service 
to St Peters Lutheran School over 
many years. Mrs Heil (Learning 
Support Coordinator at St Peters in 
2021) also received this award for her 
service to the CFS.

Late in 2021, we were 
fortunate to share Rich 
Learning Experiences with 
our Year 3 to Year 7 students 
in association with Concordia 
College. The enthusiasm 
and learning shown by our 
amazing students was a 
highlight of our year. In 2022 
and beyond, we continue 
to look for ways to enhance 
student outcomes and 
educational offerings at our 
school.   

Our strategic planning 
process last year identified 
The Arts as an area of focus 
for our school and we are 
now offering the addition 
of a specialist Performing 
Arts Programme at St 
Peters Lutheran in 2022. In 
Week 4 our Year 5/6 class 
had their very first weekly 
Drama lesson with Mrs 
Emma Williams who is the 
Drama Learning Leader from 
Concordia College.

Over the past few weeks, 
the students have had 
some wonderful learning 
in the area of Drama that 
will help them when the 
musical rolls around! They 
have been learning about 
the different positions on 
the stage, communicating a 
concept with freeze frames, 
filling in the space and follow 
the leader circle games to 
encourage observation and 
team work. 

Mr Mat Noble, Director of 
Music at Concordia College, 
will begin working with our 
Year 3/4 students in due 
course. What a brilliant 
addition to the learning 
programme here at St Peters 
Lutheran.



03

– Co-director of OSHC

– Japanese Teacher

Introducing…!
Each month we will feature interviews 
with staff members, starting with the 
new staff to our school.  

This month we find out more about our; 
- Co-director of OSHC, Tom Ledson &
- Japanese Teacher, Rachel Peckover!

Tom

Rachel

Ledson

Peckover

What is your favourite food?
+ Mango!

What is your favourite food?
+ Chocolate and pizza

If you could choose a super 
power, what would it be?
+ Tough choice, I’m going to

say… time travel.

If you could choose a super 
power, what would it be?
+ Super speed

If you could compare 
yourself with any animal, 
which would it be and why?
+ I get compared to a

If you could compare 
yourself with any animal, 
which would it be and why?
+ Koala - fussy in what I

choose to eat, love the
smell of eucalyptus and
would love to be able to
spend most of the day
sleeping.

What do you love about St 
Peters Lutheran?
+ The staff and students.

What a wonderful bunch
of people to work with.

Golden Retriever a lot!

What do you love about St 
Peters Lutheran?
+ The people, and the staff.

What are you looking 
forward to in 2022?
+ I’m looking forward to the

Crows winning the AFL
premiership.

What are you looking 
forward to in 2022?
+ I’m looking forward to

getting to know all the
students better.

If you could invite any 3 
people to a dinner party, who 
would it be and why?
+ Rory Sloane, Tom Holland,

Jürgen Klopp, all very
funny and friendly people!
Rory Sloane from the
Crows, Tom Holland who
plays spider-man, and
Jürgen Klopp is the coach
of my favourite soccer
team.

If you could invite any 3 
people to a dinner party, who 
would it be and why?
+ My husband - he can cook

and I enjoy his company
+ Hugh Jackman - I think he

is a nice guy and would
like to hear some of his
stories

+ Chilli Heeler - so I can
pick her brain on juggling
family life, work and
hobbies.

What’s your favourite part of 
being an OSHC director?
+ My favourite part about

being OSHC director is
seeing all the smiling faces
come in every afternoon
and having lots of fun with
everyone.

What’s your favourite part of 
being a teacher?
+ Seeing the students have

fun in Japanese lessons
and when they use
language they have learnt
at school.
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Sustainability at  
St Peters!

Our Eco-Warriors are a 
keen and committed bunch 
of students who care about 
our school environment. 
They work hard to take care 
of the wonderful natural 
environment we have here 
at St Peters. The Eco-
Warriors meet Mondays 
during lunchtime, with Mrs 
Jakube, but do lots of work 
throughout the week as well, 
as sustainability never stops!! 
Olivia, Callum and Charlotte 
sat down with me to tell 
me all about being an Eco-
Warriors.

One of the best things about 
being an Eco-Warriors is 
feeding the chickens! The 
chicken’s names are chicken’s  
eggs Coco, Saffy (Saffron) 
and Ginger. All children in 
the school are allowed to go 
into the chicken run, pick up 
the chickens, sit and hold the 
chickens and pet them. We 
love picking up the eggs. We 
collect the chicken’s eggs at 
recess or lunch but classes 
can go in and collect them 
too. Once collected, the eggs 
go to the front office, where 
they are dated and placed in 
a school egg carton.

Eggs from the chickens 
can be purchased from the 
staffroom fridge for $2 for 
1/2doz. There is a container 
for the money in the fridge. 
This money goes back 
into the chickens and the 
vegetable gardens creating a 
circular economy.

If parents want to buy these 
lovely eggs, just let Mrs Kahl-
Smith in the office know!

 
 

With supervision, everyone 
can get a small amount of 
chicken food and feed the 
chickens from their hands. 
We collect our classroom 
scraps to feed the chickens 
including:

 + carrot
 + cucumber
 + apple pieces - not whole 

apples as they are too 
hard

 + grapes
 + strawberries
 + blueberries (a particular 

favourite)

There are also things we can’t 
feed the chickens like bread, 
citrus or banana peel.

We also have WORM 
JUICE, VERMICOMPOST 
and COMPOST! The worms 
love banana peel! They also 
love torn up newspaper, 
tea bags and soft foods 
e.g. strawberries and melon 
pieces (not skin). We only 
put enough food scraps to 
cover half of the worm farm. 
When the balance is not right 
we can attract vinegar flies, 
which we definitely do not 
want.

The staff are invited to have 
some worm fertiliser for 
their garden at home! They 
simply bring a clean washed 
container from home like a 
milk bottle and pour in what 
is in the blue buckets at the 
bottom near the tap. Worm 
fertiliser is diluted 1:10 with 
water to water most plants. 
Heavy feeding plants (citrus 
trees, broccoli, cauliflower, 
Brussel sprouts, etc can 
tolerate it much higher.

 

We send our food waste 
to the chickens, worms or 
compost bins in classrooms 
or the large bin at our solo 
collection area (outside the 
Year 5/6 class).

We grow the most delicious 
strawberries! They are so 
juicy and tasty and located 
in our very own garden beds 
down near the chickens. If we 
want to pick strawberries, we 
have learnt that we shouldn’t 
break off the tendrils with 
the green fruit. We help the 
younger students to pick the 
strawberries correctly if they 
aren’t sure. We also have herb 
beds. There is always HEAPS 
of rosemary. We also have 
oregano, parsley and other 
things growing throughout 
the year.  If you feel like 
donating any money it would 
be appreciated by us (the 
Eco Warriors) who look after 
these plants.

As Eco-Warriors, we also 
keep an eye on the bins and 
make sure they are being 
used correctly and waste is 
going into the right bin. 

Most students know which 
bin to use and just need a 
bit of a reminder and to get 
it right. If the children don’t 
know what to do, we show 
them!

Tip of the week: small pieces 
of paper or strips of paper 
go into the compost not a 
recycling bin. They are too 
small to go through the 
machine at the recycling 
centre.

Thanks for the excellent 
information, Eco-Warriors!

For more cool tips for how to be more sustainable 
ask Vin: https://www.whichbin.sa.gov.au/

If you would like to be an Eco-Warrior, you need  
to sign up, be committed (don’t come once and do  
the fun stuff) and care about the environment.
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STEM at St Peters 
Lutheran
In 2021 STEM (Science Technology 
Engineering and Mathematics) was introduced 
as a specialist subject at St Peters. Last year 
the students had the opportunity to focus on 
and develop skills used in the areas of STEM.  
It was a great success and we look forward to 
the students’ continued development this year. 

During the first term students from the ELC 
to Year 6 have been delving into the area of 
programming/coding.  The students have 
been using two different visual programming 
languages to give them the opportunity to 
learn and develop programming skills.  This is 
an area of STEM that is becoming more and 
more important.  As the students continue 
their education these skills will be used in 
many different applications.

Kodable
Students in ELC - Year 3 have been using 
an application called Kodable.  Students 
have been using the class iPads at school to 
work through a variety of tasks.  Many of the 
students have also used Kodable on a device 
or computer at home also.  

Students use Kodable to solve maze 
challenges while developing some of the most 
important skills needed for programming.  
Students control a character called a Fuzz 
through these mazes. While completing these 
maze challenges the students learn about 
sequencing, decision making and repetition 
in programming.  Kodable has a number of 
“kid friendly” video tutorials which explain the 
skills in a way that is easily understood.  The 
students have also had a chance to create 
their own mazes and then work out the steps 
that are needed to solve their maze. 

The achievement standard that the students 
have been working toward is ability to design 
solutions to simple problems using a sequence 
of steps and decisions.  It has been amazing 
to see the progress that all the students have 
made throughout the term.  The children have 
loved using Kodable as can be seen and heard 
by the excitement and buzz in STEM lessons.

The highly anticipated STEM room has arrived!
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Scratch
The Year 3-6 students have been learning 
about the Scratch programming language.  
Scratch is a powerful visual programming 
language that allows students to create 
their own interactive stories, games 
and animations. As students design 
Scratch projects, they learn to think 
creatively, reason systematically and work 
collaboratively. The fantastic thing about 
Scratch is that it allows the students to 
be able to work on a variety of different 
projects at a variety of levels.  What can 
be created is only limited by the student’s 
own imagination. This year we had some 
students, who were new to the school, 
who hadn’t used Scratch before.  It was 
a steep learning curve for them but I was 
so proud of how the other students have 
helped them out and showed them how 
Scratch works.

The task that the students have been 
set this term is to create a project 
that a student in Rec - Year 2 could 
use to develop or practise a language, 
mathematical or some other skill.  The 
students have enjoyed this task but have 
also found it challenging to make sure 
what they create is at an appropriate 
level.  One of the greatest challenges was 
explaining the instruction to some of the 
younger students who are still developing 
their reading. This was solved for many 
people when someone found a way of 
having Scratch speak the instructions on 
the screen.

The achievement standard that the 
students have been working toward is the 
ability to design and implement digital 
solutions using algorithms that involve 
decision-making, repetition and user input.  
It is great to see how so many students are 
now feeling much more comfortable with 
these skills.  They are looking at creating 
more complex Scratch projects and enjoy 
sharing their knowledge with others in the 
class.

Mr Burmeister
STEM Teacher

Where to from here?
Next term all students from Rec - Year 6 will be 
using the skills they have developed this term 
in a more tangible way.  The students will be 
using robots and robotic kits to solve a variety 
of problems and challenges.  I can’t wait to see 
how they use their programming skills in new and 
interesting ways.
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SPORTS DAY 
ELC - Year 6 

Sports Day is a highlight every year and this 
year was no exception. Our students had a 
wonderful day full of fun and team spirit. We 
had activities lead by Active Education to help 
warm us up before the tabloid events.
I would like to congratulate all the students, 
teachers and parents for making this a 
fantastic success.


