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 God in all things 

 

 

Of Daughters and Mother's Day and Jesus’ Ascension  
 

As I write this, Andrea and I are preparing to say goodbye to our 19 year old 

daughter who is heading to the US to work for three to four months as a 

counsellor at a Lutheran summer camp.  It has been (and no doubt will be on 

Friday) emotional for us as she tries out her wings.  As parents we trust and 

hope that she will be safe and make many new friends but just as importantly 

that she learns and grows and allows God to work through her as she helps the 

children on those camps. 
 

Last Thursday was Ascension Day, 

the day Jesus completed his 

physical time on earth.  He also 

had to say goodbye.  A goodbye to 

his close friends who he had loved 

and mentored the past three years.  

On leaving though, Jesus left his 

friends with a special gift, the gift of 

the Holy Spirit to guide and lead 

them as they were sent out to do his work in the world (Makes our gift of Tim 

Tams and Vegemite to Lucy a bit lame…). 
 

Which leads me to Mother’s Day.  As we reflect on Mother's Day this 

past Sunday, we think on the gifts that our mums (and dads) give to us.   What 

do we hope and pray for our kids as they grow and prepare to join a 

community as adults or fly away and become independent people?  As parents 

what do we place in our children’s hearts for now and eternity?  Are we simply 

hopeful they will be happy and prosperous or do we hope for something 

more?   Maybe Jesus knew best.  He knew the best he could hope for his 

friends, his children, was that the Holy Spirit would fill their lives and enable 

them to be the people he created them to be.   
 

"But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes 

upon you. And you will be my 

witnesses, telling people about 

me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 

throughout Judea, in Samaria, 

and to the ends of the 

earth. After saying this, he was 

taken up into a cloud while 

they were watching, and they 

could no longer see him.” Acts 

1: 8-9 
 

Mark Rathjen, Principal 
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From the Principal 

I was fortunate to be able to attend the National 

Lutheran Principal’s conference in Hobart last 

week (and yes, our hotel was flooded in the wild 

storm).  We were able to hear some excellent 

guest speakers including Mark McCrindle 

(Demographer) and Paul Browning (School 

Principal, St Paul School in Brisbane) who spoke 

about future trends in education and how we 

might plan for the years ahead with the many 

changes and chal lenges facing our 

communities.  This will be helpful as we consider 

the future plans for our school.  I was reminded 

of how fortunate we are here at SPLS, to have a 

close knit and supportive school community.  

Principal’s Conference 

I will away on leave from school for the second 

half of this term (Week 6-10).  This is a part of 

my Long Service Leave that is due (last year’s 

was overdue).  

Andrea and I intend to travel to the UK and 

celebrate her birthday and our anniversary (both 

which have zeroes on the end).   

Miss Bronwyn Wilson will assume the role of 

Acting Principal in my absence.  

Principal on Leave 

NAPLAN 
NAPLAN testing is in full swing this week and 

this goes into next week also. You may have 

noticed that we have closed off the Resource 

Centre to allow our students, who this year are 

doing their tests online, a quiet space with 

minimal interruption.  Sorry to any who may 

have been inconvenienced.  Please keep our 

Year 3,5 and 7s in your prayers as NAPLAN can 

be stressful for some.  A big thanks to 

Miss Wilson, Mrs Smith and Mr B who have 

spent many hours getting computers, materials 

and new protocols in order so that students can 

do their very best.  

I would ask that all families refrain from parking 

on Cumming St at any time, especially directly 

opposite the school admin building.  Even 

though there are legal parks, we have an 

‘arrangement’ with a few of our neighbours that 

we will do our best to avoid parking on 

Cumming St as those households have some 

specific needs for those spaces at various times. 

If picking up from SPLOSHC after hours please 

park in the school provided car parks.  Thanks 

for your cooperation in this matter. 

Parking on Cumming St 

I hope you have started to see information 

about Grandparents’ Day and Special Friends’ 

Day which is happening on Friday 8 June. 

Invites are going out from the students and a 

notice was posted on Skoolbag this week with 

all the information you should require. 

If for some reason your child’s grandparent/s 

cannot attend, please let the class teacher know 

so that we can find someone from our 

community to be their special friend/proxy 

grandparent on the day.  

We hope to see a school full of grandparents 

and special friends.  

Grandparents’ and  

Special Friends’ Day 

As we move into cooler weather the winter 

uniform should be worn. Please ensure that all 

items are correct, in good repair and worn 

neatly at all times. 

Also we ask that your child wears PE uniform 

only on PE days (Receptions excepted) and that 

t he  co r rect  t op  i s  worn  w i t h 

the appropriate uniform eg no sports tops with 

formal uniform and no jumper with PE uniform.  

Hats are required to be at school every day to 

be worn when the UV level is above 3. Students 

were reminded of this at Whole School Meeting 

yesterday.  Please inform your child’s teacher 

should they need to be out of uniform for any 

reason. 

Uniform Reminder 

Next Principal’s Tour 

Our next Principal’s Tour is 7 June. Please 

p r o m o t e  t h i s  t o  y o u r  f r i e n d s 

and acquaintances.  It is very helpful to share and 

like the Facebook posts advertising these events 

(this is good to do for any posts). 

Mother’s Day Thanks 
We had a very successful Mother’s Day 

Breakfast last Friday.  A mighty thank you to 

Meroe Bok, Alex Speed and the 3/4W class for 

making such a special event and honouring our 

mums in this way.  There are lots of fantastic 

pics up on the School’s Facebook page. The 

challenge for next year might be to have the 

dads to put on the breakfast... 
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From the Principal continued... 

School date changes for Term 2 and Term 4, 2018  

The School Council has this week approved a couple of changes to the school term dates for this year.  We 

sincerely apologise for the late notice on these but a PYP Professional Development requirement and our 

own assessment needs has forced our hand to some degree.  The changes mean we will finish this term 

on Wednesday 4 July (not Thursday 5 July).  This will allow for a two day PYP PD for our teachers.  The 

IB facilitators come from interstate and we are therefore required to offer this compulsory PD on 

two consecutive days.  Students will then return to school on Monday 23 July (rather than the Tuesday 24 

July).  

In term 4 we will make the following change: we will commence Term 4 on Monday 15 October (not 

the Tuesday) and have our last day on Tuesday 11 December (not the Wednesday). 

This will enable us to do our annual maths interviews more thoroughly on the Wednesday and allow for 

staff to complete other important PD and end of year documentation on the Thursday and Friday. 

These changes do not reduce the number of school days. Again, we are sorry for any inconvenience.  

Student Well Being Report 

I have had a number of parents ask me recently about the Well Being Survey that we 

conducted last year and was highlighted earlier in the year when Kirrilie Smout spoke at a 

parent information session. 

The report is available on Skoolbag and there are hard copies in the front office.  If you 

haven’t seen it, I would recommend it to you. 

It clearly shows, from the students’ perspective, that our school community is a place that 

they enjoy, can learn and feel safe and connected.  

Skoolbag—Information re Update 

See attached information (to today’s newsletter) for further details regarding the upcoming changes to the 

way you use our Skoolbag app. 



 

 

IB Learners     
strive to be 
 
 
Inquirers 
 
 
 
 
Knowledgeable 
 
 
 
 
Thinkers 
 
 
 
 
Communicators 
 
 
 
 
Principled 
 
 
 
 
Open-minded 
 
 
 
 
Caring 
 
 
 
 
Risk-takers 
 
 
 
 
Balanced 
 
 
 
 
Reflective 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IB Learner 
Profile 

The Enhanced PYP Transdisciplinary Learning 
 

The preferred term to describe the PYP is transdisciplinary and in this 

context the meaning of the prefix “trans” is two-fold: to convey learning 

that has relevance across the subject areas and more importantly, 

learning that transcends the confines of the subject areas to connect to 

what is real in the world (The PYP as a model of transdisciplinary 

learning, 2010). 
 

The curriculum at St Peters is transdisciplinary. The units of inquiry 

are set up so learning is combined and has relevance across subject areas. This affects 

the language we use as teachers and what is written on timetables throughout the 

school.  
 

We refer to the six transdisciplinary themes as what we are learning about. You will 

hear the students and teachers say we are learning about ‘Sharing the planet’ or ‘Who 

we are’. The transdisciplinary nature of our curriculum means that we don’t commonly 

refer to subjects as discreet areas e.g. ‘Science’ lessons or ‘English’ lessons. That is 

because it is all combined within the current Unit of Inquiry where the links are 

authentic. 
 

The learning that occurs within the Units of Inquiry should also transcend the 

boundaries of these subject areas and allow the children to connect with what’s real in 

the world. Research shows that if learning is real and meaningful, then it becomes 

lifelong learning and this is ultimately what we want for our students. 
 

In the Enhanced PYP, there is a strong focus on transdisciplinary learning.  The 

transdisciplinary model inherently promotes student agency, which is another strong 

focus in the Enhanced PYP. 
  

“What excites me the most about the enhancements to the PYP is that they present a clearer, 

more practical view for implementation. I particularly love the enhancements for strengthening 

transdisciplinary learning and feel that the opportunity to have more specialist teachers 

involved will deepen and nurture student learning. The concept of agency will be extremely 

powerful and a great goal for us all to pursue.” (Quote from a Head of PYP International 

School). 
 

Bronwyn Wilson, PYP Coordinator  

       Primary Years Programme (PYP) 

Library News 
Issue 3 Book Club Catalogues 

have gone home today. Closing date for orders is Monday 21st May. 

If you would like to collect your order personally please process  

as a GIFT order when using Scholastic LOOP and email Sharon to let her  

know. She will contact you when your order is ready for collection. 

sharon.smith@stpeterslutheran.sa.edu.au  

 

 

 

Has your child taken up the Challenge in 2018? If not yet there are still 3 months to go.  

Plenty of time to read the 12 books required for completing the challenge. 

Check with your child's class teacher as they may of already completed The Challenge 

in the classroom.  This is true for all students in R-2. 

HAPPY READING, Mrs Library Smith 
Literacy is everyone's business  
(From the PRC website 2017)  
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Parents and Friends 

Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day 

Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day is on Friday 8th June.  Once again, we will be 

providing all Grandparents and Special Friends the now famous  

St Peters Lutheran Morning Tea. 

We are asking all families to please bring along a plate of food for our grandparents to 

share.  Families with surnames beginning with A – M are asked to bring along a plate of 

savoury finger food, and those with surnames beginning with N – Z are asked to bring 

along a plate of sweet finger food.  Savoury food could include frozen pies, pasties, 

quiches, sausage rolls, spring rolls, as well as sandwiches, vegetable or fruit platters. Sweet items could 

include muffins, cakes, scones, biscuits or slices. 

Plates can be left in the church kitchen on Friday morning (or even Thursday afternoon) and picked up at the 

end of the day on Friday.  Please remember to ensure your plates are named so they can be returned to you 

at the end of the day. 

Narelle Adams is coordinating the Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day morning tea and would very much 

appreciate support from others who may be able to assist with setting up, heating food, serving etc. on 

Friday.  If you think you may be available to help, please contact Narelle on 0408 089 947 or email Narelle at 

stpeterslutheranpandf@gmail.com. Thank you for your support of this special event. 

Parents and Friends Term 2 Meeting 
 

All are invited to the Term 2 Parents & Friends Meeting to be held in the school staff room on  

Thursday 24th May at 6pm. 

All Welcome. 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 

Thanks to all the St Peters Mothers and Grandmothers who recently attended our inaugural Mother’s Day 

breakfast last Friday.  It was wonderful to see so many families gathered together for a fabulous breakfast 

buffet.   

Enormous thanks to Mrs Watkins Year 3/4 class, including Colin and Jane Mellen, Chaplain Alex Speed, 

Miss Wilson and Crystal Morphett for their efforts on the day in running this event and in particular to 

Meroe Bok for organising this fabulous event.  



 

 

Canberra Tour 2018 
Our Year 6 and 7 students immensely enjoyed their educational tour of the national capital last week. Students 

participated in a wide variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and 

democracy.  
 

Students made the most of the many intensive learning experiences by listening attentively and asking insightful 

questions. Many comments were made about the wonderfully appreciative and respectful manner in which our 

students engaged in all experiences. Visits to the Australian War Memorial, Parliament House on Budget Day, 

the AIS experiences, the National Gallery, the Mount Stromlo Observatory and Questacon were among the 

many highlights of our trip. 
 

Here are some reflections from our students. 

One of my favourite times in Canberra was playing sock wrestling and Futsal at the AIS. – Elijah 

Some of my favourite things where the Questacon slide and sock wrestling. – Maddy 

My favourite thing was eating lots of great food at the AIS. – Stella 

My favourite thing in Canberra was the AIS Tour and the Parliament House. – Ella H 

My favourite thing was going to the War Memorial and finding out so much information not just about war but about 

the people that fought in there for us. – Tilly 

My favourite highlight was going to the National Art Gallery. We had a really good and nice guide. She understood how 

much I liked art. – Darcy 

I loved the lightning cage at Questacon and sock wrestling at the AIS because for once we got to wrestle our mates. – 

Ben 

I liked going The Royal Australian Mint and learning about the making of money. – Bella 

I enjoyed learning about science at Questacon. – Victoria S 

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all 
young Australians being able to visit the national capital as part 
of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in 
meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government 
has contributed $60 per student under the Parliament and Civics 
Education Rebate program towards the cost. The rebate is paid 

directly to the school upon completion of the tour. 

Learning about early Australian coins at the 

Royal Australian Mint 
Futsal at the Australian Institute of Sport  Racing at the Australian Institute of Sport 

Meeting our Local Member, Nicole Flint at 

Parliament House 
Enjoying a healthy snack 

Parliament House 



 

 

Entertainment Book 2018-2019 
The books are here!  

To order a book or digital membership online visit http://www.entbook.com.au/161p031  

Alternatively complete an order form at the school’s front reception.  

Any questions contact Alexandra Lauterbach ajlauterbach@icloud.com or 0408848933 
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St Peters Out of School Hours Sport News 

PARENTS : Please email sharon.smith@stpeterslutheran.sa.edu.au with ANY OSHSport questions, news items, etc.  

PLEASE RETURN School Issued Sport Tops  

As the cricket season is now finished and some students have elected not to play basketball for Terms 2 & 3 

please return their school issued sports tops as soon as possible. 

 

YEAR 7 BASKETBALL 
Monday nights at the Blackwood Recreation Centre 

Blackwood Recreation Centre are trying to get their Monday night Year 7 competition back up and running. I 

have had a request from the centre this week for any players interested in participating in this competition. 

They currently have 3 teams registered to play and are looking to make up a combined team with other local 

schools.  If you would like to participate please let me know as soon as possible.  

Mrs Smith—OSH Sport Coordinator 

Canberra Tour 2018 continued... 

Autumn at Lake  

Burley Griffin 
Our representatives for the 

Last Post Ceremony at the 

Australian War Memorial 

A Poppy for a relative Reflecting after the Last Post Ceremony 

http://www.entbook.com.au/161p031
mailto:ajlauterbach@icloud.com
mailto:sharon.smith@stpeterslutheran.sa.edu.au


 

 

St Peters Lutheran School,  

where the message of Jesus Christ 

is communicated and celebrated,  

is a caring, supportive learning 

community  

that encourages global 

consciousness, responsible action 

and life-long learning. 

Diary Dates Term 2 

(for your calendar!) 

71 Cumming Street 

BLACKWOOD  SA  5051 

St Peters Lutheran 
School Blackwood 

Term 2 

Week 3 (Monday 14/5) 

Tue 15/5 NAPLAN commences 

 School Council Meeting—7pm 

Thu 17/5 Principal’s Tour—9am 

 

Week 4 (Monday 21/5) 
Fri 25/5 Second Hand Uniform Shop Open—

 after Chapel 

Sun 27/5 School AGM—11am 

 

Week 5 (Monday 28/5) 

 

Week 6 (Monday 4/6) 

Thu 7/6 Principal’s Tour—9am 

Fri 8/6 Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day 

 

Week 7 (Monday 11/6) 

Mon 11/6 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Fri 15/6 Repeat Grandparents’ Day performance  

 (for parents)—after Chapel 

 

Week 8 (Monday 18/6) 

Tue 19/6 School Council Meeting—7pm 

Sun 24/6 Community Worship (Year 3/4) 

 

 

Phone: 8278 0800 

Fax: 8370 0414 

Email:  

admin@stpeterslutheran.sa.edu.au 

Weôre on the webé 
  www.stpeterslutheran.sa.edu.au 

These dates are subject to change so please 
make sure you check them regularly in 
newsletters and via the Skoolbag app. 

 
 

 
 
 

St Peters Lutheran Church  
 

 

 

 

Services each Sunday at 10.00am 

 

 

ALL WELCOME 
 

Week 9 (Monday 25/6) 

Thu 28/6 Principal’s Tour 

Fri 29/6 Second Hand Uniform Shop Open— 

 after Chapel 

 

Week 10 (Monday 2/7) 
Wed 4/7 Last Day of Term 2 for students  

 (ELC—Year 7) 

Thu 5/7 Staff PD 

Fri 6/7 Staff PD 



 

 

Our schoolõs app, SkoolBag, is being updated with some improvements to give you more control over the 
content and notifications you receive. 

You do not need to download an update, however, you will notice some changes when using the app. 
 

Save Subscription Group Settings across devices  
You will be invited to set up a username and password when opening the app. These details will be saved to 
allow for quick access in the future. Your account details allow you to log into the SkoolBag app on different 
devices and see the same groups and subscription settings. After logging in, you will be prompted to 
subscribe to groups.  

If you have any issues when registering, please refer to this article. 
 
Groups Menu 
The Groups icon at the bottom of the screen will now show information that only relates to the specific 
groups to which you've subscribed. You can modify these group settings at any time if you decide to change 
your group preferences. 

 

https://skoolbaghelp.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360003475411


 

 

Personalised Notifications 
Once logged into SkoolBag, the notification icon in the upper right corner will only appear in relation to your 
notification preferences.  For example, if you have subscribed to the Ski Trip Group, you will see a notification 
icon when updates have been pushed out to that Group. 
You will still have access to information about the whole school via the "Home" section, but these changes 
will help you tailor our app to better suit your needs.  
 
 

 


